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Abstract:

Extreme weather events have been increasingly in the news, accompanied by images. At the end of 2011,
when such reports were ever present, the International Panel on Climate Change published a draft report on
extreme weather and climate change adaptation. This report itself was covered in the news and illustrated
with images. Some of these depicted extreme weather', in particular with relation to floods, droughts and
heat waves, hurricanes and ice/sea-level rise. For this article, these images were studied using visual
thematic analysis, with a focus on examining the way they may symbolise certain emotional responses,
such as compassion, fear, guilt, vulnerability, helpless, courage or resilience. Climate change
communicators have examined the way that evoking such emotions in verbal communication can lead to
engagement or disengagements with the topic of climate change. However, while researchers have also
become increasingly interested in climate change images, they have not yet studied them with respect to
symbolising certain emotions. Various typologies of images have been proposed in the past, distinguishing,
for example, between human and natural impact images or iconic and geographically specific images. The
images studied here do not neatly map onto these distinctions. They symbolise human suffering and loss
and they are sometimes geographically and socially distinctive, but they are also iconic of climate change
and they are symbols of its natural impacts. They all, to some extent, symbolise helplessness and may thus
lead to disengagement rather than engagement with the issue of climate change.
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Extreme Weather Event, Sea Level Rise, Temperature
Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones
Temperature: Extreme Heat

Geographic Feature: &

resource focuses on specific type of geography

General Geographical Feature

Geographic Location: ™

resource focuses on specific location

Global or Unspecified

Health Impact: &

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

Health Outcome Unspecified

Resource Type: ™

format or standard characteristic of resource

Research Article

Timescale: &

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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